
A Helping Hard 
 
T HAT aid to the under privileged in India has evolved from mere handouts to building  
of self-sustainability was amply visible at the YelIow Ribbon Pre-Diwali NGO Fair at the 
Ishanya Arcade. The fair that started on October 3 and is on: till October 6 was organised 
with the aim of helping self help groups and NGOs display and market their products for 
which free space was provided to them at the mall by Ishanya foundation. 

With 42 NGOs present at the fair to market such as chocolates, flower vases, pickles, 
jewellery’, candles, diyas, cloth bags and tribal art, the gathering represents different 
causes  and sections of society, from women empowerment to environmental concerns, 
HIV/AlDS patients and leprosy patients 

Apart from the few known names such as Concern India, Helpage and akansha a number 
of NGOs are providing unique and essential services at the event. For instance, Doorsteps 
has put on display a wide variety of aprons, clay containers, drawings and diyas made by 
the children of construction site workers.  The proceeds from the sale will be going for 
the education of kids, many of whom are taught in a well equipped bus that contains 
blackboards and books. 

Getting into the spirit of things, Navkshitij has on display beautiful lamps, vividly 
coloured dandiyas and well packaged chocolates, all made by mentally challenged adults 
that the NGO cares for. Two young girls, Sonia Gandhi and Amruta Kataria arc 
displaying their creations at a quiet corner stall called Kite Creations that comprises e 
clocks made of jaggery and paper machie. 

Animals in need of help are not forgotten either, The members of Paws Pack add, ‘Paws 
Pack with the support of RESQ was formed in January 2007 and we provide a unique 24 
hour service to rescue injured animals, complete with an animal rescue helpline, fully 
mobile operation van with built in mini operating theatre and six kennels for animals 
undergoing treatment.  “The colour yellow resplendent at the venue, forms a decorative 
theme to symbolize hope and joy. 

More power to such initiatives that will surely light up the festive season in many undr 
privileged homes in and around the city. 

 


